
T h e  Tr e e  o f  L i f e  
The Tree of Life sculpture hanging in the foyer 
of Temple Beth El helps to finance our building 
to meet the expanding needs of our Jewish 
Community in Santa Cruz County.

Congregants and friends have a unique way to 
perpetuate precious moments (births,  
marriages, anniversaries, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, and 
other significant events).  A leaf on the tree can 
also express the abiding love and regard we 
feel for departed family members and friends 
whose memory we treasure.

An entry in the Celebration Book, where 
donors may express more fully their personal 
feelings for the honorees, corresponds to each 
inscribed leaf on the tree.

Each leaf on the tree represents a donation of 
five hundred forty dollars (a multiple of chai) 
to Temple Beth El and is a deeply personal af-
firmation of the future of our Jewish Heritage. 

T h e  S c u l p t u r e     
The sculpture is an original piece designed, 
executed, and donated by Temple member, Dr. 
Leonard Gerstein. The tree was chosen to repre-
sent our project because it is a universal symbol 
of life, one that figures prominently in Torah, and 
in our taditional values and heritage. Fittingly, 
the base of the tree is carved from a 
fallen redwood that flourished near 
Dr. Gerstein’s home for untold years, 
now to reappear in its altered form as 
a testament to the “circle of life”.

C e l e b r a t i o n  B o o k    
The pages of this beautiful volume, 
hand-made by Sara Walsh with cal-
ligraphy and graphics by Terry Spod-
ick, Carol Cuminale and Ruth Korch, 
provide donors a place for a personal 
account of the love, loyalty, friend-
ship, and pride that prompted their 
gift, a record of the bonds that have 
forged our Jewish community in the 
past and that will continue to inspire 
its development in the future.  

“It is a tree of life to them that hold fast to it. And all its supporters are happy.” 

Re c o g n i t i o n   
Donations to the Tree of Life will be acknowledged 
on an engraved leaf, in the Celebration Book, in 
the “Shofar”, and by suitable cards to all persons 
involved.

Proverb 3:18



Temple  Beth El 

 T h e  Tr e e  o f  L i f e

Temple Beth El 

Jewish Community Center

3055 Porter Gulch Road

Aptos, CA 95003

(831) 479-3444 

www.tbeaptos.org 

Temple Beth El Jewish Community Center is a 
Reform congregation, with roots in Santa Cruz 
County dating back to 1887. TBE strives to be a 
community of awakening and discovery, where 
the joy of Jewish living is made accessible and 
relevant to contemporary life. Housed in a  
beautiful building constructed in Aptos in 1989, 
TBE is a full-service congregation, offering mem-
bers all traditional life-cycle services, such as 
pre-school, religious school, Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
preparation, weddings, adult education, and 
burial.  The Tree of Life has graced the temple 
interior since 1989.  Purchasing a leaf for the Tree 
of Life helps support our vibrant community.

To purchase a leaf for the Tree of Life, fill out 
the order form and mail that back to TBE with 
your credit card information or a check  for 
$540.  You may also go to the TBE website, fill 
out the form electronically and pay by credit 
card.

For more information, please contact the TBE 
Office.


